
 Parent/Carer Forum Minutes  

Date  4th October  2019 Time 9am 

Chair Rebecca Crist  

Apologies:  Kate Evans and Susan McCrave 

 

Items discussed  
 

1. Welcome – Apologies noted.  

We welcomed our Fundraising committee with Mr Key and Miss Spittlehouse. They came in to 

see us and to see different ways of fundraising as it was our Macmillan Coffee Morning in 

school. They came up with a range of ideas which were passed to Miss Spittlehouse to look 

at and hopefully arrange. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning raised a fabulous £75!! Many thanks for your support!! 

2. SMA- Home School Agreement – We have been discussing this for some months and it is 

now ready to be shared with everyone. It will be discussed in class with the children and sent 

home for parents/carers to read, sign and keep at home.  

The discussion about how to share the Agreement was raised as all letters from school are 

written in English and the diversity of languages was acknowledged. The EAL Report 

(October 2019) was shared with the Forum and the fact of SMA now having 151children and 

31 languages other than English spoken in school, including Czech, Polish, Chinese, 

Romanian, Arabic and Mongolian. The translation issue for all correspondence was agreed 

would be extremely difficult for us as a school. 

3. SIAMS (RE) Inspection –We discussed how to communicate our school ethos and the 

Religious Education that the children are learning in school. Many schools send home, via 

email or on their websites, the RE curriculum for the term for each year group. It was agreed 

that parents/carers would be interested in knowing the RE curriculum, and would be good to 

be shared, as curriculum is shared in Reception classes, or give a breakdown of termly 

activities via the school app/ website.  Forum members commented on how informed they 

were when the class pages were/are available with pictures and comments on class 

activities. The Year 3 grid information and homework was given as a good example of 

positive sharing of information, although it was acknowledged this is for Homework. 

 

4. Wellbeing Award for Schools- This is a project we have been working on in school and we 

have the team in to assess our work next week. Matthew Bishop explained about the Award 

and that we are a pilot study school for Trailblazers; educational mental health practitioners, 

who are in school a day per week, to support identified pupils in Y5/6, struggling with low 

level anxiety and low mood. 

Part of the project and award is to gather information from parents/carers and one of our 

Forum attended a morning session for support ideas. She told us about the signposting to 

CAMHS and YPASS information and talked about children/ young people having enough 

quality sleep. She said that some parents/carers are more forthcoming and others more 

reserved and that this has an effect on children too.  

It was discussed that whole school training on ROAR has just been completed, as some staff 

had missed the first round of training and that this will now be more widely used across the 

school for pupils to express their emotions and how they are feeling. A possible information 

session for parents/carers could be arranged as well as ROAR training for pupils in Y2 and Y6 

particularly in the Summer term with SATs.  

Sensory areas were discussed and the Forum moved to view a few of these areas in KS1. 

These provide quiet, away from the classroom spaces, where children can spend time being 

still, having time to decompress and have quiet moments to think, pray or just be. 

We discussed any feedback that we would like to pass on or ideas for us to try in school and 

suggested a number of ideas. These included having more open coffee mornings for drop ins 

for parent/carers. These sessions could be an access point for help for parents/carers who 

feel they would like support for their mental health. They could also have information sessions 



at these mornings ie bedwetting discussion from the School Nurse or SEND support.  

Information was given about ADHD information meeting on Thursday 7th November at 

1.30pm for help and guidance for children with ASD. 

It was discussed about having a Well Being space for parents/carers to have opportunities to 

talk to our Mental Health First Aiders on Parents’/Carers’ Evening.  

Forum members commented on how positive they felt in being able to join in the Daily Mile 

with their child and asked if it would be possible to arrange again this term. 

These ideas will be passed on for further discussion with the governors and a possible trial 

session arranged in the next half term.  

5 School Dinners- Children in Reception and KS1 are entitled to have a free school meal 

provided each day. This is funded by the Government as Universal Free Schools Meals. We 

urge everyone to sign up for the meals, even if you choose to send in a packed lunch in KS1. 

Once children move up to KS2, dinners must be paid for, unless the parent/carer is in receipt 

of certain benefits.  Please contact the School Office for further information.  

We shared the three week menu which Mrs Winterburn and her team prepare fresh each 

day. We discussed the various allergies which children have and the need for school to be 

kept informed of the nature of the allergy via the School Office.  

6. Attendance and Punctuality-  We discussed the mobile disco and how it has begun and 

classes have had visits already. This is to recognise good punctuality and behaviour in the 

class and has been positively received and enjoyed by the chosen classes so far. All the 

children in the class are involved in the ten minute disco and drinks are served to all.  

In fact as we moved to view the Sensory places in KS, Mrs Hughes was collecting the trolley 

to take the Mobile Disco to Class 3F.  

7. Website and Twitter – It was discussed that school has been using the website to give 

information to all the school community and has been using Twitter as another way of letting 

everyone know the good things which happen in SMA. Forum members commented that 

many of them had been having problems accessing the school app as it requires a code to 

allow access. Matthew Bishop was able to answer these queries and has made enquiries to 

have the glitches followed up. The need for a text to say the app is back up will be raised for 

action.  

Any Other Business –  

We will have a Litter Pick Up session next Friday 11th October. Some Forum members said 

they may be available to come and help our Y6 pupils to pick up litter outside school, please 

stay after dropping off your child and we will provide the gloves, bags and pick up sticks, as 

well as a hot drink and something tasty for afterwards.  All welcome! 

Parking in the bus stop and on the pavement was raised by the Forum and it was wondered if 

we could have some permanent signage installed. 

Dog Mess outside school was raised again and one of the Forum members reported that she 

has contacted the City Council regularly to have the mess cleaned up.  

Dogs on the playground. Concern was raised that a number of parents/carers are bringing 

their dogs onto the school site, some carrying and others in worn pouches, against school 

requests and signage. 

Bikes and scooters on the playground. Parents/carers are riding these and allowing their 

children to ride these on to the paths and playgrounds on the school site. The dangers were 

raised of parents/carers riding down the Nursery path at some speed and how a serious 

accident will occur if a child or parent were to be hit.  

A further reminder will be sent home in the Newsletter to remind the school community of the 

above issues.  

 

Date for diaries: Next meeting will be Friday 22nd November 2019 

 


