
 

 
Communication & Language  
Listen for sounds on a Winter walk and discuss what 
they might be. Can you ask ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. Can 
you answer a question? Learn lots of new vocabulary on 
your walk like ‘ice’ ‘snow’, ‘snowflakes’ and ‘frost’ etc.  

Email reception@st-margaretsanfield.liverpool.sch.uk 
and tell your teachers about your walk or ring your 
family and tell them about your Winter walk. Try and 
use full sentences and explain how cold it was!  

Make a Winter themed role play. Can you introduce a 
story or nursery rhyme like ‘Five Little Snowmen’ or ‘I’m 
a Little Snowman’.  

Talk about different animals that live in cold places like 
polar bears and penguins. How do they keep warm? How 
are they different to animals that live in hot countries?  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Make ice cubes together allowing children time to 
follow the instructions as you make them.  

Talk about the importance of wearing warm clothes 
in winter.   

Understanding the World  

Discuss the Seasons and talk about how they are all 
different. Look at the months and talk about when the 
different weather occurs.   

Investigate the snow and the frost. Where does it come 
from? Why does it appear?  

Talk about how we prepare for the cold weather and 
the people who help us e.g gritters that prepare the 
roads etc 

 

 

Literacy   

Practise reading and writing Winter words like ‘hat’ and ‘snow’.  

Write a list of items you have found on your Winter Walk. Don’t 
forget to sound the word out as you write!  

Draw a picture of yourself dressed up ready for winter.   

Match winter clothing with labels reminding children to look for 
initial sounds and blending sounds together to help read the word.  

Read a Winter themed story and talk about it.  

If it has been snowing, write your name in the snow using thick 
gloves to keep your hands warm.  

Home Learning Challenges 
Reception Winter  

Expressive Art and Design  

Design a new Winter hat and scarf. 

Build an Igloo using junk modelling.  

Talk about what you have made or use them in your pretend play.  

Use cotton wool balls to make a snowman.  

Phonics  

Sort the objects – Put small objects on the table with baskets 
labelled with their initial sounds. Children need to sort the objects 
by placing them in the basket with their initial sound.  

Pass the Snowman’s Hat – Place CVC words like ‘wet’ and ‘hat’ 
inside a hat. Pass the hat around the circle/between you. When it 
stops, take a card and read the word! (To the tune of ‘row, row, 
row your boat’)   

 

 

Mathematical Development   

Roll up to 5 snowballs/cotton wool balls on the floor 
and estimate the amount before counting.  

If it has been snowing, build two snowmen. Which is 
the biggest? Which one is the smallest? Can you 
build one that would be medium sized?  

Make a snowman using different 2D shapes. Talk 
about the shape of the body, the nose and the eyes.  

Create a repeating pattern using branches and 
twigs.  

Find 1 more and 1 less than a given number using 
cotton wool balls.   

Look at 3 different carrots. Which one is the 
longest? Which one is the shortest?  

Count how many footprints you’ve made in the snow.  
 
Access Topmarks website and play Count the Yeti 
 

 

 

Physical Development   

Use scissors to cut out shapes and make a 
paper snowflake.  

Talk about the importance of wrapping up warm 
for winter! Encourage children to put on their 
own hat, gloves and coat. Can they do the zip 
themselves?   

Create a den inside, talk about animals that 
make homes to shelter from the Winter 
weather.  
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