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Staggered start and end times to the day in September 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Please take a look at the chart below to see the temporary start and end times to the school day 

when we return in September, including the end times for Fridays. 

 

Nursery will have no change to start and end times and can be dropped off and picked up as usual. 

 

All other year groups will see a slight change which will not shorten the pupils’ learning time and 

should hopefully not be too inconvenient for parents and carers who need to get to work.  

 

Reception children should arrive at their allotted time and enter via the gate next to the main office 

and go straight in to class. Parents and carers will be able to continue in a one way system and exit 

the school site via the gate at the end of the Reception classrooms that leads on to the TCC pathway. 

 

Year 1 and 2 children should arrive at their allotted time via the usual gate, go straight into 

class/the school building and parents and carers will be able to continue in a one way system and exit 

the school site via the smaller gate just beyond the outdoor wooden teaching space that leads on to 

the TCC pathway. 

 

Junior children should be dropped off by parents and carers at their specified gate on Lower Breck 

Road. Unfortunately, parents and carers will not be able to enter the school site. They should 

arrive at their allotted time and go to either the ‘Ambulance’ gate on Lower Breck Road which is right 

next to the ambulance station, or the next pedestrian gate along, just after the car park gates, which 

is the ‘Main pedestrian’ gate on Lower Breck Road. SMA Staff will be based at these gates to 

welcome and transport children to and from class. The gates will have class signs clearly marked on 

them. The same procedures apply for the end of the day and so I must ask that you to stick to your 

allotted pick up time as Lower Breck Road is going to be very busy indeed. 

 

Bearing this in mind, I will take this opportunity to ask parents and carers to refrain from parking 

outside the school or ambulance station and instead, consider using the park and walk facility just 

over the road at the Sports Centre. 

 

If you have siblings at SMA, I ask that you make every possible effort to drop them off and pick 

them up at their allotted gates/classrooms and times. If this is absolutely not possible due to work 

commitments, we may be able to put an alternative plan in place, but provision for this plan will be 

severely limited due to current Risk Assessments and the logistics of the school building. Employers 

are expected to be flexible with workers regarding childcare and staggered school times as we ease 
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out of lockdown, but if they are not able to do this, I ask you to contact the school office and they 

will provide details of the evidence that will be required to access this alternative plan. 

 

It is vital that you and your child/ren arrive at their allotted time. If you have children in the 

Infants, whilst you are currently able to walk on to the yard with your child to drop him/her at their 

classroom/identified zone and pick up in the same way at the end of the day, we are not permitted 

to welcome you in to the building or have a meeting/conversation with you at the door. If 

parents do not follow these plans, I will have to change them and ask for children to be dropped at 

the specified gates instead. Please do not arrive at school at the end of the day before your 

allotted time. We are not able to allow parents and carers to wait on the yard. Please follow the 

one way system at all times and follow social distancing guidelines. 

 

In all cases, should you wish to speak with the class teacher, I ask that you contact them via the 

class email system. Should you need to talk with the office team, I ask that you do not go the main 

office wherever possible and instead, call the office or email the admin team. Of course, should you 

need to make a specific enquiry, purchase or payment at the office, I ask that you follow the current 

social distancing measures that are in place at the time when entering the office reception area. 

 

Please read this letter alongside my last letter about transition and the return to school in 

September. It explains that children will return to their ‘current’ class for the first two weeks. 

These classes are in the same place and will be familiar to you and your child already. From Monday 

14th September, children will go to their ‘new’ classroom. It is likely that you will have a different 

gate and start/end time. I do apologise for the inconvenience this may cause, but as you know, I am 

acting on DfE, Public Health England and Local Authority guidelines in order to keep the whole SMA 

community as safe as possible whilst at the same time ensuring that our pupils have the opportunity 

for vital transition time that they so rightly deserve. 

 

Uniform should be worn when the children return to school in September. This is made clear in the 

current DfE guidelines. You are not expected to wash uniforms any more than usual, nor use methods 

of cleaning which are different from normal. 

 

I must also ask you to bear in mind that as guidance from the DfE changes, so too might the plans for 

September. I am afraid this is entirely beyond my control. For this reason, I urge you to ensure that 

we have up to date contact details for you and at least one other family member. We will upload any 

updates onto the website, including over the summer holidays if necessary, and will send you a text 

notification should this happen. 

 

These current plans are absolutely not the usual SMA way of welcoming our pupils and families back 

after the summer holiday and indeed, following the long period of lockdown. I wish it were not the 
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case and I very much look forward to the time when we are permitted to resume the usual SMA way. 

Until such time, I thank you for your continued patience and understanding. 

 

With my very best wishes for a restful and peaceful summer, 

 

Lesley Hughes  
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Class/Year 

Grp 

Location Drop 

off 

time 

Pick up 

time 

Friday 

Pick up 

time 
N am Nursery  8:30am 11:30am 11.30am 

N pm Nursery  12:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 

Rec Harper Reception gate 

next to school 

office 

8:40am 2:50pm 2:00pm 

Rec Hoyle 

1W Y1/Y2 Infant gate 

 

8:50am 

 

3:00pm 

 

2:05pm 

 1H 

2M Y1/Y2 Infant gate 9:00am 

 

3:10pm 2:10pm 

 2E 

3F Main pedestrian 

gate Lower Breck 

Road 

8:45am 3:05pm 2:15pm 

3M Ambulance gate  

Lower Breck Road 

8:45am 3:05pm 2:15pm 

4S Main pedestrian 

gate  Lower Breck 

Road 

8:55am 3:15pm 2:20pm 

4C Ambulance gate 

Lower Breck Road 

8:55am 3:15pm 2:20pm 

5M Main pedestrian 

gate Lower Breck 

Road 

9:05am 3:25pm 2:25pm 

5L Ambulance gate 

Lower Breck Road 

9:05am 3:25pm 2:25pm 

6H Ambulance gate 

Lower Breck Road 

9:10am 3:30pm 2:30pm 

6M Main pedestrian 

gate Lower Breck 

Road 

9:10am 3:30pm 2:30pm 

 
 




