[bookmark: _GoBack]Email One




[image: Doodles Academy]
		Hi there!
Thanks for enrolling in the ‘Toy’s Story’ project. We are excited to work with your kids to make some art!
This project is all about imagination and play. Students choose their favorite toy (or toys!), draw it (or them!) and then use the background to show where these toys go in their imagination. Check out some of the wildly different examples we’ve had in the past:
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During lesson 1, students learn about still lives and try their hand at drawing their own (they’ll move on to drawing their toys in lesson 2). You may want to curate some objects for your kids to choose from. Don’t over think this, just offer a variety of objects–these can be everyday objects you have around the house, or more unusual knick-knacks. Vary the sizes, shapes, textures and colors of the objects you choose. Kids will choose from these objects and create their own set-up.
You can set your kids up for the rest of the project by encouraging and talking about their imaginative play. Talk to them about their favorite stuffed animals, and encourage them to narrate their adventures. The movie ‘A Toy’s Story’ could introduce kids to the idea of their toys having a rich, independent, existence. You could also read ‘Have Fun, Molly Lou Melon‘ by Patty Lovell to younger kids, which touches on imagination. ‘Playing with Friends: Comparing Past and Present’ by Rebecca Rissman is also an interesting read as it compares how play and toys have changed over the years.

A couple of key ways that you can support your kids in their learning:
· As you talk to your kids about their projects, try to stay away from saying things like “I like it!”. Instead, say, “What can you tell me about this?” Or, “I notice that (insert something that you can see and point to here).” The second invites more conversation and reflection.
· The concepts kids will be exploring are not isolated to art. You can and should engage students in inquiry outside of the art project, and we will try to support this by referencing websites, books, and other resource materials in emails that we send out prior to the lessons (like what we did above!)

To access ‘A Toy’s Story’ from our ‘Doodles at Home’ series, simply go back to our website and click on the link that says ‘My Artroom’ in the toolbar. From there, you will see a course link. Once you start the project, it will release one lesson each day for the next four days. There is a list of materials on the project homepage. If you are doing many Doodles at Home lessons, we recommend that you put together an art kit of common art materials (we’ve put together some suggestions here).
Enjoy, and please reach out with any questions!
Warmly,
Tempest, founder & executive director
Our mission is to expand children’s access to high-quality arts education. 
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		Hello,
I hope your child had a great time learning about and drawing a still life. In the next class, they’ll be using those observation skills but drawing something a little closer to their heart…their favorite toy! So, have them think about and bring their favorite toy (or, toys) to the lesson.
To do this step, students will need a pencil, an eraser, and a sheet of relatively heavy paper. If possible, try to find paper that is a bit larger than your standard sheet–11×14″ would be ideal. If not, work with whatever you have available.
Enjoy!
Best,
Tempest
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		Hello,
During the next lesson, you child will be drawing a background that shows where they go with their toy in their imagination. Needless to say, this is a fun day for both students and adults! It’s really neat to see your child’s imagination come to life on the page. With younger kids, this probably will come pretty naturally. With older kids, you may want to prime them a bit. Imaginative thinking at all ages hones creativity and improves students’ social and emotional skills, but if you have older kids they may be more self-aware and reluctant to be goofy. If you have an older child, think about ways that you can be creatively vulnerable with your child. This will show them that the uncertainty that is often around creative challenges is ok, and fun! Some ideas:
· At the dinner table, tell a collaborative family story. One family member says a sentence, and then the next adds, and so on.
· Similarly, play ‘Fortunately, Unfortunately’. One person starts a story (Peter climbed a tree), the next person has to add an unfortunately (unfortunately, the branch broke underneath him) the next person adds a fortunately (fortunately, it was over a pool)…and so on.
· Play the ‘Exquisite Corpse’ drawing game. A paper is folded in thirds. One person draws the head, then passes it to another person to draw the middle (without knowing what the head looks like), then passes it to a third person to draw the feet
· A classic–play Charades!
· Doodle: One person closes his or her eyes and makes a scribble on a piece of paper. The next person, with eyes open, must turn it into a drawing of something real.
Enjoy!
Best,
Tempest
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		Hello and welcome to the last lesson of A Toy’s Story!
Today, your kids will be finishing with color. We use markers in the lesson, but if you don’t have any available you could easily substitute crayon, colored pencil, oil pastel…whatever you have around. The basic idea is that students cover all the surface areas of their image with either a solid color or a pattern/texture.
When your child is done with his or her art piece, please photograph it and email it to us with their name and age and an artist statement. We would love to see it and share it with our community on social media (we’ll, of course, respect requests not to share).
art@doodles-academy.org
There is also a form on the final page that you can use.
We hope you enjoyed the project!
Warmly,
Tempest
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