
Answers 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

Chapter 3 Ship’s Log 

Day 2: Questions 
1. On what date did Michael first see Africa? P27 11th October 
2. What does Michael learn about basking sharks? P28 That they are 

massive and eat cat fish and plankton 
3. Where is Recife? P29 Brazil 
4. What is the score in Mudlarks vs Brazil? P29 Mudlarks -5 Brazil -3 

 
Challenge: Which day sounds most exciting to you? Explain your reasons. 
Personal opinions.  Proof and edit your sentences. 
 
Day 3: Questions & Writing 

1. Why wasn’t Michael allowed to keep watch on days 1 and 2? P25 
Because the channel was full of tankers and this could be dangerous. 

2. How do Michael’s feelings change during the chapter? P39-40 He goes 
from feeling positive and excited to feeling sad and depressed. 

3. How do the family feel when they first see Australia? P37 (Use P.E.) P-
Excited E-‘When we saw Australia for the first time we hugged and 
jumped up and down.’ 
 

Writing:  Make a post card to send to someone you miss. Proof and edit your 
sentences. 
 
Day 4: Questions and Writing 

1. Michael describes his family as ‘Mad as hatters’. What does this mean? 
P37 It means Stella thought they were crazy because they acted out of 
the ordinary by jumping up and down excitedly. 

2. Is a log a good way to describe a journey? Why? Yes because it is like 
writing a diary.  It is a recount of events. 

3. What effect does the last sentence have on you? P43 (PEE) The last 
sentence is a cliff hanger. It creates suspense and tension because the 
main character is in the ‘cold sea.  It is emotive because he couldn’t 
even ‘open his mouth to scream.’ The reader wants to know if he’s 
gone overboard and what will happen next. 
 

Grammar:  Find examples of time adverbials: p25, It’s five in the morning; p26, 
but in the first week; p27, Yesterday; Today; p32, I saw a sail today; 
 
Day 5: Questions and Writing 

1. What is the purpose of this chapter? This chapter shows what the family 
did on the Peggy Sue and how they adapted to life at sea. 

2. Did you guess what was going to happen? How? (Use PEE) 



P40 P-things started to go wrong on the boat E-‘the rudder cable 
snapped’; ‘self-steering didn’t work anymore so someone has to be at 
the wheel all the time’; ‘Mum is sick’ E-therefore something bad is 
going to happen; they will be put into danger. 
P40 P- they will get lost E- ‘mum hasn’t looked at the charts for 3 days. 
’Dad and I have been doing the navigation but I don’t think we know 
where awe are any more.’ E- This will cause problems/danger. 
P41 P-They’re in trouble E- ‘We need mum to get better or we’re in real 
trouble’; ‘Stella’s barking’; ‘she hasn’t got her collar on’ E- Something 
foreboding is going to happen to them or Stella. 

3. Where in the world do you think Michael is? P40 (Use P.E.E)P- Far East 
because they just passed Australia, E-the ‘Coral Sea ‘before being 
blown off course. 
 

Writing: Draw a labelled illustration explaining what you think will happen or 
write what you think will happen next. Proof and edit. 
 
Well done you’ve completed this week’s Class Reader. Enjoy your weekend! 

 


