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St. Margaret’s believes it has a duty to inform and educate young people on the 

consequences of drug use and misuse.  The school takes a pro-active stance on 

this matter, believing that health education is a vital part of the Personal and 

Social education of every pupil. 

 

The school is committed to the health and safety of its members and will take 

action to safeguard their well-being. St. Margaret’s recognises the importance of 

its pastoral role in the welfare of young people, and through the general ethos of 

the school,  will seek to persuade pupils in need of support to come forward. 

 

AIMS 

 

We believe and support the following educational aims in respect of substance 

use and misuse: 

 

 

 To enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by increasing 

knowledge, challenging attitudes and developing and practising skills 

 

 To provide accurate information about substances 

 

 To increase understanding about the implications and possible 

consequences of use and misuse 

 

 To widen understanding about related health and social issues 

 

 To enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal support 

 

 

These aims are fulfilled through aspects of the pupils’ experiences in the taught 

curriculum, the informal curriculum and through opportunities for extra-curricular 

activities.   

 

The school is willing to actively co-operate with other agencies such as Community 

Police, Social Services, LEA and Health and Drug Agencies to deliver its 

commitment to Drugs Education and to deal with incidents of substance use and 

misuse. 

 

PROCEDURES 

 

In instances involving substance misuse or supply on the premises, and following 

discussion between members of staff who know the pupil well, parents/guardians 

will be informed at the earliest opportunity by the Head Teacher.  There is no legal 

obligation to inform the police, though they may be able to give relevant support 

and advice.  In case of doubt, the Governing Body may consider consulting the 

Merseyside Drugs Squad.  Alternatively, advice can be obtained through the 

school’s education welfare officer (DfEE Circular number 4/95). 

In any case, the Healthy Schools Drug and Alcohol Co Ordinator (HSDAC), should 

be informed, who will offer support and advice.  The relevant incident forms should 

be filled in as soon as possible. 

 



HSDAC 7069747 / 07917 597687 

 

Out of School Visits 

 

Miss H Cragg is the risk assessment co-ordinator and completes a risk assessment 

form for all outside visits. Should any incident arise, the school and HSDAC would 

be contacted immediately and appropriate action taken e.g. immediate 

confiscation of the illegal substance. 

 

Other school policies which have relevance to Drug Education are: 

 

 Equal Opportunities 

 SRE 

 Child Protection 

 Behaviour 

 Special Needs 

 Health and Safety 

 Medical Policy 

 

Outside Agencies 

 

Outside agencies may be used to provide external support and guidance where 

necessary. 

 

These may include the following: 

 

 The Education Welfare Service, through the E.W.O. responsible for the school 

 

 The Social Services Directorate, through the local district office 

 

 The pupils own G.P. 

 

 The Police Youth Liaison Officer 

 

 Young Adaction Liverpool 

 

Moral and Values Framework 

 

The drug education programme will reflect the school’s over-arching aims and 

demonstrate and encourage the following values: 

 

 Respect for self 

 Respect for others 

 Responsibility for their own actions 

 Responsibility for their family, friends, school and wider community 

 

Inclusion 

 

St. Margaret’s aims to be a fully inclusive school and all resources used will support 

this commitment. 

 



Content 

 

The drug education programme will: 

 

 Provide information that is relevant and appropriate to the age and 

development stage of the pupils 

 Enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, 

exploring attitudes and developing and practising skills 

 Foster self-esteem, positive self-image and confidence 

 

The content of the drug education programme will mainly be based on the 

recommended LEA drug education curriculum programme using ‘Health for Life’ 

as a framework. 

 

Topics will include: 

 

 Medicine (drugs) 

 Personal safety 

 My healthy body 

 Substance abuse 

 

Organisation 

 

Delivery will be:  

 

 As topics 

 Through planned aspects of science 

 Addressed occasionally in assembly time 

 Through pastoral time 

 Through story time 

 

All members of staff are committed to delivering the drug education programme 

and are supported by in-service training as appropriate. 

 

Specific Issues Statements 

 

Outside Agencies 

 

Outside agencies will be used to support and assist the teachers in the 

development of class work. 

 

Solvent Based Products 

 

The following solvent-based products are not allowed on the school premises: 

 

 Aerosols e.g. deodorant 

 Solvent based felt tip bens 

 Solvent based adhesives 

 Correction fluid (children) 

 

Tobacco Products 



 

The school adheres to and enforces the LEA no smoking policy. 

The resource pack World of Tabacco is available in Staff Room. 

 

Evaluation Monitoring and Review 

 

The policy will be reviewed in April 2015 using a consultative process. Lesley 

Hughes will have a link role between the school and governing body. 
 

 


